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noozing parents who send _ chil- 


off alone on Sunday mornings 

created a basic problem for all 
Rested in Christian education. For 
ry years Ralph Reichhold was one 
he Sunday School teachers who, 
n little success, wrestled with the 
ation. Then, one day last spring, 
the routine of his daily job, he 
ted the tail of the problem sc 

ly that a roar was heard from 
t to coast. 


r. Reichhold, cartoonist for the 
<sburgh Press, has taught classes 
ittsburgh Lutheran Sunday Schools 
four decades. Many ‘a Sunday or- 
rn has sat at his feet—boys and 
ks whose parents sent their off- 
ing to study the Bible while they 
ied deeper in warm beds, trying 
hcatch up on week-end sleep.” 


o writes The Lutheran. But the 
cure, which was kindly given to us 
‘Mr. Reichhold, is very telling. 


To doubt the parents had the boy 
g them Sunday papers. Look at 
coffee cups. Look at Dad’s face. 
ma seems to be fast asleep. You 
y imagine Dad saying to his son: 
ll, now you really look nifty, run 
ng and don’t get into any trouble. 
en you get home we may go fish- 


ink of the spirit with which this ee 


- goes to Sunday School. Also think oe 
tthe influence of those parents. If 


s boy later turns against the law SOME PARENTS 


God, the parents are to blame. 
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News and Notes 


Writers in this issue. Ejvind Niel- 
sen, page 4, is pastor at Westby, Mont., 
Leo H. Andersen, page 7, is pastor at 
Greenville, Mich. S. L. Morgan, Sr., 
page 9, is a retired clergyman at Wake 
Forest, S. C. 


Tilley, Alberta, Canada. The Bethany 
Congregation is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary this summer. The Rev. 
Albert Rasmussen is pastor of the 
church. 


The Rev. K. R. Jensen and wife 
celebrate 25th wedding anniversary. 
From Viborg, S. Dak. comes the report 
that the congregation invited the pas- 
tor and his family to a big celebration 
August 30. The celebration began in 
the church proper where Mrs. Elmer 
Vik presided. The neighbornig pastors, 
H. S. Madsen, E. L. Erlander and Har- 
old Ibsen and wives were also present. 
After the program in the church the 
celebration was continued in the par- 
ish hall at the refreshment tables. A 
tree with silver dollars was given to 
Pastor and Mrs. Jensen, Many speech- 
es were given in honor of the couple. 


Church Choirs Begin Work. We are 
interested in a little article by the 
choir director Mr. Wayne S. LaRue, 
of Pella Lutheran Church, Omaha, 
Nebr. We print it from their parish 
paper. 

There are only fifteen more weeks 
until Christmas! Then in a few more 
weeks comes Easter. But do you re- 
alize that the music department of 
your church will have prepared for 
twenty-five services, each requiring 
one and sometimes two special num- 
bers between September Ist and 
Christmas? 

There will be eight services in the 
month of September, including the 
District Convention meetings. The 
Joint Reformation Festival Services 
sponsored by the National Lutheran 
Council Churches will be held at our 
church, and we will have _ special 
Thanksgiving services on Thanksgiv- 
ing Day. During this time, we will be 
rehearsing for the Christmas Cantata 
—an hour of Christmas music and 
worship. 


After Christmas it will be time to 
begin on the Easter Cantata and then 
in May there will be a spring concert. 

This is the kind of a music program 
our church deserves. It will need the 
consecrated efforts of all to’ make it 
successful—people who will commit 
themselves to rehearsing with the 
choir each week and _ singing each 
Sunday and at special services. 


In order to make the program a 
success, we will have to work. Choir 
practice time will be lengthened from 
one and a half to two hours. The first 
half hour will be spent in learning the 
individual parts and correct pronun- 
ciations, the men and women drilling 
separately. The next hour will be 
used in working together and the last 
half hour will be the polish period 
with the organ. 


What will the choir members get 
out of all this work? The greatest 
value will ‘be the thrill of achieve- 
ment, of doing things well. Then there 
will be the satisfaction of aiding ma- 
terially in the worship of God, the 
pleasure of good fellowship, and the 
pleasure of singing. 

If you can’t come and sing with us, 
pray for us. 

Wayne S. LaRue 


The Pacific District U.E.L.C. will 
hold its 51st Convention at Castro Val- 
ley, California, October 12-16. Rev. 
Anker Jensen will be host pastor. All 
congregations are urged to send dele- 
gates. Any person who has reached 
the age of 21 years and who is a mem- 
ber of the congregation is eligible to 
serve as a delegate. Each congrega- 
tion is entitled to one delegate for each 
50 members or a fraction thereof. The 
term “members” in this connection is 
understood to mean persons who have 
reached the age of 21 years. Let us 
remember the work the Lord has giv- 
en us to do in our prayers. We hope 
that many of our people will attend 
this, our 51st Annual Convention. 

Christian Justesen, President 


Faith Lutheran Church of Castro 
Valley, California extends a cordial 
invitation to pastors, delegates and 
members of the congregations of the 
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Pacific District to be its guests durin, 
the 5lst District Convention, Octobe 
12th-16th. Lodging and breakfast wil 
be provided by members of the con 
gregation. Please send your reserva 
tions for lodging to the Chairman o 
Registration Committee: Mrs. C. Espeer 
21172 San Miguel Ave., Castro Valley 
»Calif. | 

Robert F. Wildrick, President | 

Mrs. R. A. McCullough, Secretary 


Racine, Wis. Plans are being mad 
for the dedication of the Emmaus Lu 
theran Church on October 16th-19th 

We would encourage you to reserve 
this date. Further information will fol 
low as to the complete program. : 

ATLANTIC W.MS. : 

The rural region of scenic Nev 
Brunswick was the setting of our At 
lantic District Women’s Missionary So 
ciety when we met at St. Peter’s Lu 
theran Church in Salmonhurst, Sept. 2 

The preliminary ‘business  sessio1 
was held in the morning with thi 
president, Mrs.Elmer Anderson, open 
ing the meeting with scripture readin; 
and prayer. In the absence of the sec 
retary, Mrs. Newell Tibbals, Mrs 
Adolf Warming was appointed actin; 
secretary. The nominating committe 
and auditors were elected. 

The business session met late Fri 
day afternoon. Mrs. Wilhelm Beck lec 
in scripture reading and prayer. The 
secretary’s and _ treasurer’s reports 
were read and approved. The missions 
in South America and Japan were des- 
ignated as our project for the coming 
year. Our object was to reach the 
goal of $400. 

The following new officers were 
elected to serve a term of two years: 
President, Mrs. Thorvald Henningsen, 
treasurer, Mrs. Anthony Cassanova. 

The missionary service was held 
Friday evening in St. Peter’s Luther- 
an Church, Salmonhurst, New Bruns- 
wick, Canada. 

The speaker for the evening was the 
dynamic young pastor of Salem Church 
Brooklyn, the Rev. Viggo Aronsen, He 
chose as his subject “That you may he 
lonely” based on three scripture pas- 
sages from Ps. 1:1, John 17:15 ané 
Romans 12:2. Jesus walked alone 

(Continued on page 13) 
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ditorials and Comments 


NEW CHURCH BEGINS TO TAKE SHAPE 


yor those who have attended the merger meetings 
re the Fall of 1950, it is a thrilling experience to see 
new church begin to take shape. When the Joint 
jon Committee first met, there were many things to 
rrleared away, before we could begin to see any signs 
Ihe building at all. First we began to study whether 
sactually could erect a new church. We thought we 
ted it, but could we really agree to do it? We 
Hied our common faith and practice and we put that 
; the United Testimony. 
hen we had done that, which may be called the 
ndation, we began to study the type of church we 
ited. We drew up a certain blueprint, and in 1954 
-had that ready. It was called polity and organiza- 
i. In 1954 we voted on that. 
.t present we are engaged in the setting up of the 
rch. The Joint Union Committee met at Chicago 
t. 7-8. Nearly every paragraph of the constitution 
vow ready. And half of the articles of agreement are 
» ready. Sub-committees are hard at work on the 
ter and the by-laws. By the end of December they 
all be ready, so they can go into print to be acted 
at the annual conventions in 1956. 
Ye feel sure that the readers can hardly understand 
much work is required to plan, organize and co- 
inate the four bodies into one body. But gradually 
problem is worked out. 
e are just back from the meeting at Chicago, and 
1 we felt compelled to attend our own District Con- 
ion at Graettinger, Iowa, so we shall not write very 
h at this time. Mr. Erik W. Modean attended the 
sting representing the National Lutheran Council 
s Bureau. His report is given at the end of these 
ks. ‘But we do want to say that a great deal of 
= both in the meeting of the committee and in the 
uses of each synodical committee was spent on one 
ject: The World Council of Churches. Shall we join this 
incil from the beginning or shall we wait and let the 
church decide? Final decision will be made when 
Joint Union Committee meets in November. Mr. 
Mean’s report will show that we also adopted the 
ae of the new church. The church paper that will 
orb the present church papers was tentatively named: 
Lutheran Standard. But read Mr. Modean’s re- 
<. We shall continue our discussion of this subject 
Ihe next issue. 


AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH” 
POSED AS NAME FOR NEW BODY 


icago—“The American Lutheran Church” will be 
ommended as the name of the new church body that 
mxpected to come into being as the result of current 
kger negotiations between four Lutheran groups. 

=ntative approval of the name was voted at the open- 
of a two-day session here, Sept. 7-8, of the Joint 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


Union Committee, composed of nine representatives each 
from the Evangelical Lutheran Church, American Lu- 
theran Church, United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and Lutheran Free Church. 

It is expected that the committee will give its final 
endorsement to the name later this year and that it will 
then be submitted to the 1956 conventions of the respec- 
tive bodies as part of the proposed constitution for the 
new Church. 

The name was suggested to the Joint Union Commit- 
tee last spring by the representatives of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and won immediate and strong sup- 
port, although some sentiment was expressed in favor 
of the “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America” as a 
likely name. At that time it was pointed out that the 
Eielsen Synod is incorporated under the latter name. 

Most of the discussion in the committee, it is under- 
stood, centered on whether the article “The” should be 
a part of the name and it was decided that it should. 
The article is not used by the present American Lu- 
theran Church. ; 

The first day of the Joint Union Committee’s meeting’ 
here was devoted mainly to consideration of the 18 ar- 
ticles in the proposed constitution for the new Church. 
Approval was given to editorial changes in the 13 ar- 
ticles tentatively adopted last March and it was hoped 
to complete work on the other five before adjournment. 

The 18 articles deal with the Church’s name, purpose, 
confession, powers, membership, the clergy, the general 
convention, officers, joint council, church council, board 
of trustees, divisions, commissions, districts, auxiliaries, 
appeals and adjudication, by-laws, and amendments. 

Also approved was a preamble to the constitution, 
reading as follows: 


“In confident reliance upon the Holy Spirit by whom we 
are drawn to God and to one another; believing in one holy, 
universal, and apostolic Church of tei Jesus Christ is the 
Head; mindful of our own inadequacy, but with unwavering 
conviction concerning the destiny and duty of the Church: 
We, the congregations which approve this Constitution, in 
order to serve more effectively the Triune God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, do now enter into this fellowship to ex- 
press the unity of faith which exists among us, and we-.. 
dedicate ourselves anew to proclaim in word and deed, on 
this continent and throughout the world, the Gospel of for- 
giveness and life everlasting through Jesus Christ our. 
Lord.” 

The constitution describes the “specific purpose” of The 
American Lutheran Church as “the proclamation and propa- 
gation of the Christian faith, and the sanctification and edi- 
fication of the members of its congregations through the use 
of the Means of Grace.” 

Toward this end,. it. adds, the Church ‘shall: 

“Establish congregations. and missions,-on this continent 
and throughout the world, as centers for the administration 
of Word and Sacrament, for Christian ExaDSCUEM and for 
Christian fellowship and. growth. 

“Train, certify, and discipline an ordained ministry for the 
administration of the Means of Grace. 

“Assist the congregations in the nurture of the children 


(Continued on page 15) 
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MAKING THE MOST OF THE TIME 


By Ejvind Nielsen 


“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men 
but as wise, making the most of the time, because the days 
are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17) 


“My time is my own. I can do with it as I please.” 
That statement is heard occasionally. Is it really true? 
No! The reason it is not true is that time is a gift from 
God. If things are to be well with us we cannot do with 
ning. “My times are in thy hand,” says the Palmist 
ning. “My times are in thy hand,” says the Psalmsit 


(Ps. 31:15); and in Daniel 2:21 we read, “He changes 


times and seasons.” 

Concerning the evaluation of time Benjamin Franklin 
once said: “Do not squander time, for time is the stuff 
that life is made of.” It is just as sinful to waste time as 
it is to waste money. Time is so short. Even for those 
who live the longest upon this earth it is still true what 
the Psalmist says in Psalm 103:15-16: “As for man, his 
days are as grass, he flourishes like a flower of the field; 
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place 
knows it no more.” Therefore since time is so short it 
behooves us so much more to take note of the Words of 
God in 2 Cor. 6:2: “Behold, now is the accertable time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.” 

We should all beware of the wrong use of time. In 
speaking about the use of time, it is evident from many 
Scripture passages that there is a wrong use of time, 
such as is pictured in St. Luke 21:34: “But take heed to 
yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dis- 
sipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that 
day come upon you suddenly like a snare.” Living away 
from God in unbelief is a wrong and sinful use of time, 
even when such people may lead a respectable life in 
an outward way. 

We should all be engaged in the right use of time. 
God’s servant Moses gives expression to the following 
thought in Psalm 90:12: “So teach us to number our davs 
that we may get a heart of wisdom.” And what is the 
true wisdom? The answer is given in Proverbs 1:7: 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: 
fools desnise wisdom and instruction.” The one who 
fears the Lord possesses one of the chief elements of the 
Christian life—namely, faith. In Martin Luther’s ex- 
planation to the first commandment we read: “We 
should fear, love. and trust in God above all thines.” At 
different times Jesus said to those whom He helned in 
one way or another that their faith had saved them. St. 
Paul says in Evhesians 2:8-9: “For by grace vou have 
been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, 
it is the gift of God—not because of works. lest anv man 
should boast.” It is Jesus Christ Who saves. and we are 
Christ’s by faith. Believe on Him Who shed His atoning 
blood for vou on the Cross of Calvary. We read in Enhe- 
sians 1:7: “In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the rich- 
es of his grace which he lavished upon us.” It is very 
plain that the means of salvation is not a human factor. 
but the divine Son of God, Who is both true God and 
also true man, died for our sins—yves, for the sins of the 
whole world. As true God and also true man but with- 
out sin, He brought us near to Himself. “But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near in the blood of Christ” (Ephesians 2:13). 

There is no better way to use our time than to come 
to faith in Jesus Christ and then to live for Him. By 
our sinful nature we are indeed as those who sleep the 
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sleep of sin and death. Only Jesus Christ by the Hol 
Spirit can wake us up so that we can become new 4 
tures in Christ by faith. We read in Ephesians E i 
“Therefore it is said, ‘Awake, O sleeper, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall give you light. 


Drawn to the Cross, which Thou hast blessed 
With healing gifts for souls distressed, 

To find in Thee my life, my rest, 

Christ Crucified, I come. 


Thou knowest all my griefs and fears, 
Thy grace abused, my misspent years; 
Yet now to Thee with contrite tears, 


ft. I ie 
Christ Crucified, I come —Selected. 


The Christian will see to it that he uses his time t 
come under the influence of the Word of God so the 
he may grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lor, 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, in order that his soul may kK 
saved and God’s Name be glorified both now and in a} 
eternity. You will remember to pray much for the sal 
vation of souls. Prayer is work—a most blessed work ; 
and you will want to “make the most of the time” i 
praying. “Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all praye 
and supplication” (Eph. 6:18). Christian faith is indee} 
nourished by the Word of God and prayer. Having bee 
baptized into the Christian faith, the Christian will war} 
to nourish his spiritual life also by “making the most 
the time” in attending the Lord’s Table. There ay 
Christians who neglect this very important source 
spiritual strength—the Lord’s Table—but it should nad 
ibe so. The Christian who neglects Holy Communion 4 
the loser. Nowhere does your Lord draw closer to yoj 
and you to Him than during Holy Communion. Yi 

The days were evil in the time of the Apostle Paul 
The days are still evil, and we must use every Goc 
given means to become victors in the good fight of faitl 
In James 1:12 we read: “Blessed is the man who e 
dures trial, for when he has stood the test he will re 
ceive the crown of life which God has promised to thos 
who love him.” 

As Christians we must look carefully how we walk 
that we may walk in the ways of God. It is the humbl 
obedient, praying child of God who will “understan| 
what the will of the Lord is.” 

As Christians we will want to make use of our ti 
in reflecting Christ’s love day by day even as we ar 
constrained by His love for us. “How do you know the 
Christ is risen?” someone asked an old fisherman. whos 
faith in Jesus seemed very simple and sure. “Do yo 
see those cottages near the cliff?” he replied. “Wel 
sometimes, when I am far out at sea, I know that th 
sun is risen by the reflection in those windows. How d 
I know that Christ is risen? Because I see His light re 
flected from the faces of some of my fellows every day 
and because I feel the light of His glory in my own life. 

Christian faith, hope, and love lift our daily work u 
on a higher plane. We are to do our work as unt 
Christ. That means that we do not do our work in th 
way of eye-service, as those who want to please men, 
but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God fror 
the heart, rendering service with a good will as to th 
Lord and not to men.” The Christian is to be a witnes 
for his Lord and Master wherever he is. That include 

(Concluded on page 15) ; 
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cing Co-eds Create Stir 
Methodist Youth Convocation 


afayette, Ind.—Orchesis, a troupe 
five interpretive dancing co-eds 
n DePauw University, Greencastle, 
. created,.a stir at the National 
hvocation of Methodist Youth here. 


Many denominational leaders  at- 
ding the five-day sessions hailed the 
Is’ efforts at interpreting worship 
wough the modern dance. 


But quite a few of the youth dele- 
eS, ranging in age from 14 to 23, 
mplained that “We don’t get it.” 
Man’s “indecisiveness and struggle 
linst himself’ was portrayed by 
o of the girls, Virginia Lindahl, 
of Western Springs, Ill, and Ellen 
ink, 20, of South Bend, Ind. 

‘lad in black leotards and tights, 
brought to life “The Two Na- 
Ss,’ a Barnard sculpture display- 
in the Museum of Modern Art, New 
“kK. 

“heir dance followed a talk, “The 
ggle Within Ourselves” by Dr. 
ry Hitt Crane of Central Method- 
ehurch, Detroit in which he said 
modern psychologists are passing 
many of Jesus’ techniques as new 
overies.’ 

hen the 5,000 delegates split up 
» 200 small groups after the pro- 
m to discuss Dr. Crane’s talk, much 
che time was devoted to discussing 
ious dancing. 

I don’t think young delegates were 
to grasp the dance’s meaning,” 
{| the Rev. Delbert Jolley of Fred- 
, N.Y., leader of one of the dis- 
sion groups. 

Irs. Jewel Brainsdorf, religious ed- 
ion director of a San Diego church 
serves under drama-minded Bish- 
erald H. Kennedy of Los Angeles, 
ed that young people should be 
=n more contact with religious art 


2 


De 


e troupe is directed by Miss Mar- 
Cornick, a professor of physical 
ation and director of dance at 
Pauw. 
‘ore than 200 delegates crowded 
, a lecture-demonstration the danc- 
gave before a church drama in- 
t group. 
. James Warren, assistant profes- 
of religious drama at Scarritt Col- 
for Christian Workers, Nash- 
s, Tenn., opened the class with 
prayer: 
elp us explore the role of drama 
aring the fullness of Thy kingdom 


arth.” 
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German Church Delegation 
Leaves For Russia 


Berlin—Eight West German Evan- 
gelical Church leaders left here for a 
16-day visit to the Soviet Union at 
the invitation of Patriarch Alexei of 
Moscow. 


The delegation is headed by Dr. 
Heinrich Held, president of the Evan- 
gelical Church of the Rhineland. 


The visit is being made in return 
for one by a delegation of three Rus- 
sian Orthodox leaders who toured 
West Germany last April as guests 
of the Evangelical Church oof the 
Rhineland. They were Metropolitan 
Nikolai of Krutitsky, second-ranking 
official of the Moscow Patriarchate, and 
two theologians of the Moscow Ortho- 
dox Theological Academy. 


EKID officials said the exchange of 
visits had been arranged “privately” 
and not through the Church. 


The group’s itinerary includes Mos- 
cow, Odessa, Kiev and Leningrad, 
where they will tour Russian Ortho- 
dox Church institutions. They also 
plan to meet leaders of the Baptist 
Church in Russia, and visit parishes 
of the Lutheran Church in Estonia 
and Latvia and of the Reformed 
Church in the Ukraine. 


Prior to their departure, Dr. Held 
said the delegation had asked Patri- 
arch Alexei to arrange talks between 
the group and the Soviet Red Cross on 
the question of German war prisoners 
still held in Russia. He also expressed 
hope they would be able to talk to 
Soviet politicians on the problem of 
German reunification. 


Methodist Teen-Agers 
Discuss ‘Going Steady’ 


Lafayette, Ind.—Methodist teen-agers 
are still “going steady” but this dating 
custom apparently does not signify an 
impending engagement and marriage. 


The Rev. Henry M. Lewis, a Sioux 
Falls, S. D., pastor and marriage coun- 
selor, asked teen-agers attending asex 
and marriage discussion here to define 
“soing steady.” 


The class was attended by 250 of the 
5,000 young delegates to the sixth 
quadrennial National Convocation of 
Methodist Youth. 


“T used to oppose ‘going steady’ on 
the grounds that it sacrificed variety 
in dating for security,’ Mr. Lewis said. 
“Now, as my daughter is growing up, 
I think ‘going steady’ may not mean 
the exclusive dating I once thought.” 


5 


“Tt’s all right to go steady if you 
change every six months,” responded 
one of the girls in the class and the 
youngsters applauded their agreement. 


A group of adult counselors discuss- 
ed youthful experiences in religious 
conversion. 


“Our young people today don’t seem 
to know what conversion is any more,” 
said the discussion leader, the Rev. 
Delbert Jolley, a Fredonia, N. Y., pas- 
tor and college worker. 


But the Rev. Kenny Engleman of 
Wautoma, Wis., said that while youths 
may not be hitting the sawdust trail 
“they still are experiencing definite 
steps of dedication, commitment and 
decision.” 


- United Lutherans Launch 


Advertising Program 


A series of 31 newspaper advertis- 
ing mats has been prepared by the 
church’s Department of Press, Radio 
and Television and they are being sup- 
plied without charge to the 4,300 
ULCA congregations in the United 
States, Canada, Hawaii and the Virgin 
Islands. Each church is expected to 
buy advertising space to run the ads 
in local daily and weekly newspapers, 
or in cooperation with other Lutheran 
churches in the community. 


The illustrated ads have been pro- 
duced ‘by a_ professional advertising 
agency, and in addition to special mats 
for Reformation Sunday, Easter and 
other festival days, the series includes 
two-column layouts answering such 
questions as “What is a Lutheran?”, 
“How Do Lutherans Believe We are 
Saved?”, “Do Lutherans Worship 
Saints?”, “Do Lutherans Believe Theirs 
Is the Only True Religion?”, “What 
is the Lutheran Idea of Sin?” and 
“What Are Some of the Basie Prin- 
ciples of the Lutheran Creed?” 


The ad series was prepared at the 
request of many United Lutheran pas- 
tors who wanted to use them in their 
local newspapers, and during’ the 
special two-year Evangelism Program 
to be launched by the ULCA in Oc- 
tober of this year. 


Copies of the entire advertising ser- 
ies have been sent to each of the 
church’s congregations. Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, president of the ULCA, 
said the church had approved a recom- 
mendation that the mats be supplied 
by the Department of Press, Radio 
and Television without charge to ev- 
ery congregation. 


The 


I wonder if he remembers — 

Our sainted teacher in heaven— 
The class in the old gray school house 
Known as the “Noisy Seven”? 


I wonder if he remembers 
How restless we used to be, 
Or thinks we forget the lesson 
Of Christ and Gethsemane? 


I wish I could tell the story 

As he used to tell it then; 

I’m sure that, with Heaven’s blessing 
It would touch the heart of men. 


I often wish I could tell him, 
Though we caused him so much pain 


THE CROSS 
It is not a shame—it is glory! 
I is not a loss—it is gain! 
The worthiest name in God’s story 
Without the rude cross would be vain. 
A lustre still glows through the ages, 
Its splendor is strong with the years, 
_And greater it grows; on the pages 
Of annals and song it appears! 


It is not of earth—but of heaven! 

“It speaks not of death—but of life! 

The token of birth that has given 

A joy-laden {breath to our strife! 

O glorious sign of salvation! 

O beautiful gift from our God! 

To humble, benign adoration 

Our souls do thou lift from the sod! 
—Selected. 


OUR REFUGE 

In him they found a refuge, strong 
and true, 

The Son of God, come down in human 
form, 

Who tamed the elements and rode the 
storm 

And bade the restless waves obey him, 
too. 

To trust in him, who maketh all 
things new, 

In him the God of Israel, who keeps 

His flock and never slumbers, neither 
sleeps— 

This is the work of God he bids us do. 


He met the enemy, encamped against; 
He died, submissive to the Father’s 
will. 
He rose again and with his vessels 
cleansed, 
He lives to work his miracles, until 
He comes again to vanquish all his 
foes, 
And make his kingdom come where’er 
he goes. 
—Selected. 
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By our thoughtless, boyish frolic, 
His lessons were not in vain. 


T’d like to tell him how Willie, 
The merriest of us all, 

From the field of Balaclava, 
Went home at the Master’s call. 


I’d like to tell him how Ronald, 


* So brimming with mirth and fun, 


Now tells the heathen of India 
The tale of the Crucified One. 


T’d like to tell him how Robert, 
And Jamie, and George, and Ray, 
Are honored in the Church of God— 
The foremost of their day. 


LONE VIGIL 


“Could you not watch one hour with 
me?” 
The lonely pleading cry 
Came from the suffering heart of 
Christ, 
In dark Gethsemane. 
Alone, he prayed in grief and pain 
No one to share his agony; 
Disciples, sad and weary slept 
On lonely Olivet. 


Alone he faced the tragic dawn, 
Alone the last long vigil kept, 
While silent through the darkness 
crept 
Betrayer and relentless foes. 
Then, in the chill, bleak morning light 
They made him bear his cross alone, 
Up the steep road to Calvary— 
Condemned to suffer shame and 
death. 


But when from out the silent tomb 
He rose to glorious victory, 
Alone he triumphed o’er the grave 
To reign in heaven eternally . 
- —Selected. 


CONTEMPLATION 


Oh God— 

In Whom my soul can steep 
Its hunger for 

Some greater love— 

Conceal from me the 
Awkwardness of prayers I pray 
Till style is no concern and 
Form has ceased to: 

Be. Forgive the 

Lesser meditation, self-aware 
Despite aloof pretension, 

That causually assumes distinguished 
‘God-sophisticated air. 

Pride. Worship of the necessary 
Means instead of Thee. Calm 
Vacuous idolatry. 


September 19, | 


Teacher’s Work Not In Vain 


I’d like, yes, I’d like to tell him 
What his lesson did for me; 
And how I am trying to follow 
The Christ of Gethsemane. 


Perhaps he knows it already, 
For Willie has told, maybe, 
That we all are coming, coming, 
Through Christ of Gethsemane. 


How many besides I know not 
Will gather at last in Heaven, 
The fruit of that faithful sowing, 
But the sheaves are already seven. 


“The Lutheran Teacher 


Oh God—from Whom alone 
My soul knows 
Love—ignore, forgive impiety 
In prayer. 
Articulate for me 
Love’s pure desire. 
—Selec 


THE HOME ABOVE 


We think of a beautiful home o 
there, 
That we some day may share; 
If we remain steadfast and true 
the end ; 
To our Savior and Friend. 


In that beautiful home we'll f 
peace and rest, 
Among the pure and blest, 
No more we shall labor, no lon 
roam, 
There is our home, sweet home, 


So let us ever be faithful in pray 
Until a place we’ll share 
In the beautiful mansion prepa 
above, 
Filled with his own dear love. 


How sweet it will be on that glori 
shore 
To meet those gone before; 
And there with the ransomed ; 
happy throng 
We'll hear the angels’ song. 
—Selec 


LIFE READING 


I am my neighbor’s Bible: 
He reads me when we meet, 

Today he reads me in my home, 
Tomorrow in the street; 

He may be relative or friend, 
Or slight acquaintance be; 

He may not even know my name 
Yet he is reading me. 

—Author not kn 
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By Leo H. 


During the last twenty-five years the world has wit- 
tssed many fundamental changes in the thinking and 
ing of its people. A great deal of history has been 
ided to the already bulky history books. Marked 
sanges in social, political and religious spheres have 
id a definite effect upon millions of people and chang- 
their lives. 

hristians are naturally deeply interested in the grow- 
popularity of religion in this country and abroad. 
usic factors can be observed in the changing religious 
sture, 


God Is Working 


ometimes we are inclined to forget the eternal truth 
t the God we worship is constantly at work in the 
prld to shape circumstances and thinking so that His 
oses and will can be accomplished. Our Lord Jesus 
-rist reminded the people of His day of this fact when 
said, “My Father is working still, and I am work- 
John 5:17. 

-t is true that for many years it appeared that Chris- 
ity and the Church was making little progress in 
world. There certainly have been whole periods 
ere, to our human point of view, relatively few peo- 
* were interested in their immortal souls. The em- 
is and concern was for the body. Many leaders quite 
erstandably became discouraged. And some per- 
as secretly began to wonder about the power and love 
he living God whom they faithfully proclaimed. But 
> years of spiritual drought were used by God to bring 
5 people to a greater realization of the need for more 
‘nest prayer, and a far more effective approach to 
»se outside the Kingdom. The truth is that God was 
king then as He is now. For a Church that is hon- 
y concerned about the destiny of souls will sooner 
later become an aroused Church that will be a far 
ter tool in the hands of a living God. 

ne doesn’t have to be very old to remember the days 
n a large section of the Christian Church was not 
g the word we hear so often today, “Evangelism.” 
in the last few years the larger and smaller denomi- 
iions have had well organized and effective programs 
vangelism. But who started the trend? Who awak- 
-d the Church and pointed to the “fields white unto 
rvest?” We know men and women came forth who 
1rageously championed the principle that the funda- 
atal task of the Church was to win people for God 
. His Kingdom. At first they were not always wel- 
ed or approved; something in the nature of voices 
ing in the wilderness. But God surely was prompt- 
their conviction and expression. Now the basic 
aciple they taught has been more widely accepted by 
Church and put into action. God has been working 


LUTHERAN 


LOOKING AT THE CHURCH 


OBSERVATIONS 


Andersen 


to arouse the conscience of the Church. And surely the 
can attribute much of the present interest in Christiani- 
ty and the Church to the fact that the prayers of anxious 
saints for the spread of Christianity have been answered 
by our God who is constantly working in the hearts of 
people. 

It is very interesting to observe that in a period of 
history such as we have now when many individuals 
have been gripped by new fears and a discontent with 
the things of the world that the Church, to a large ex- 
tent, stands ready to offer the seeking souls the Gospel. 

Surely, God is working. 


A Greater Sense of Responsibility Needed 


But no religious movement is necessarily perfect. 
The welcome interest in the Christian faith and life pre- 
valent today is not without defects. And as usual, the 
imperfection arises from the fact that human beings are 
directly involved. One of the more serious criticisms 
voiced by leaders in various denominations, as they 
look upon the increase in church membership and fel- 
lowship with Christ, is the assertion that too many 
Christians, new and old, are far more concerned with 
what God can give them, than what they can give to 
Him. Some have not gone far beyond the stage where 
God is only a divine Helper in time of desperate need. 
We know and confess that God always gives more. But 
there appears to be a lack of a deep sense of individual 
responsibility to God and the welfare of other people. 
A pronounced willingness to receive but a reluctance 
to give. Dwight Moody perhaps expressed it best in de- 
scribing the early years of his life when he wrote with 
reference to God, “Once I used Him.” 

There is some merit in the criticism that many people 
today are in a sense using God to better their individual 
condition without too much consideration of how God 
would like to use them for His purposes. And when the 
(Christian Church has too large a proportion of its mem- 
bership inclined to feel that they have no Christian 
duty to others and to God but what they choose to do, 
then the ingathering of souls will proceed at a very 
slow and highly uninteresting pace. But God’s will 
doesn’t end with us when we are saved. We must per- 
mit Him to use us in the winning of others. When 
Moody was meeting with unusual success in his evan- 
gelistic campaigns he said, “Now He uses me.” 

Just as congregations and synods have a new vision 
of their God-given task and have made changes to meet 
the situation so that Christianity might be brought into 
their lives, so must the individual Christian often make 
adjustments in his thinking and doing. Many fine Chris- 
tians cling tenaciously to the form of Christian witness- 

(Continued on page 15) 
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SMALL TOWN CHURCHES---HAVE THEY A FUTURE? 


By Betty Westrom 


Division of American Missions, National Lutheran Council 


America, despite the pull of population toward the big cit- 
ies, is still a land of small towns. In 1950, the cities of more 
than 25,000 accounted for only 41 per cent of the nation’s 
population. The remaining 59 per cent lived in the country- 
side and in the small villages and towns. 


Business takes note of this fact. It sees that the millions 
of people who live in the small places form a potential for 
them, both as workers and as consumers. It believes in the 
future of rural America. 

But what of the Church? Does the Lutheran Church, tra- 
ditionally strongest in the rural areas, act as though it be- 
lieved in the future of those areas? Is the Church investing 
in the country towns, erecting buildings, planning up-to-date 
programs? Or has the Lutheran Church written off its coun- 
try congregations, shrugging off their importance? 

Taking its cue from business and industry, the Lutheran 
Church should: 

1) Recognize the opportunities in rural America. 

2) See these towns as they are, realistically appraising them. 

3) Use today’s methods to serve the people in these chang- 
ing rural communities. 


Illinois may be used as an example of a state where the 
ehurch should re-examine its rural responsibility. Most peo- 
ple tend ‘to think of Illinois in terms of Carl Sandburg’s “city 
of the big shoulders,” Chicago. Like the boy with the broad- 
est shoulders and the loudest voice, the giant city almost de- 
mands recognition. But Chicago is not Illinois. 

What do the statistics show about the Lutheran Church in 
rural Illinois? In 1950 there were 482,256 Lutherans in a 

state with a population of 8,712,176. The Lutheran Church 
is not represented at all in 1256 incorporated places. Illinois’ 
996 Lutheran congregations are concentrated in just 457 places. 

Figures reveal a vast number of unchurched in the state— 
55 per cent of the total population. Of the church members, 
12 per cent are Lutheran. As the largest Protestant church 
in the state, the Lutheran Church’s responsibility for the un- 
churched is apparent. 

But churchmen tend to concentrate their attention on Chi- 
cago and its suburbs, Mission plans are made with an eye to 
the metropolitan area. The urban character of Lutheran home 
mission work in Illinois may be seen in a quick look at the 
records of National Lutheran Council bodies for the last ten 
years, 

Of the 24 home mission congregations, 20 were started in 
cities or in such suburbs as Park Forest, Glen Ellyn, and 
Palatine. The other four were all started in towns within 
commuting. distance of the cities. This, in a state where 21 
county seat towns are without a Lutheran church! Illinois 
has 25 per cent of its people living in towns below 1,000 or 
in the open country, but only 17 per cent of the Lutherans 
live in these places. None of the new missions was started in 
towns of this size. 

This mission policy has a certain logic, when the ra 
stable population of country towns is contrasted with the 
breathless pace of population growth in city and suburb. Are 
there not larger opportunities for the church among the urban 
millions? 

If the trend should continue, however, the concentration on 
urban work may prove to be short-sighted. This is true for 
three reasons: 

1) The people now in the smaller places need good church- 
es, even though they are living in shrinking communities. 

2) There are good prospects for future growth in the rural 
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works, oil refineries, and seed-processing plants are lea 
ing the art of country living. 


composed of people aenaee confirmation certificates bear tl 
names of churches in the rural areas. Thus the quality 4 


young (Christians from the little towns. 

We have said that, after the importance of the rural cont 
munity and the rural church has been recognized, the Churd 
should look realistically at these areas. Just as the busines} 
man succeeds best when he learns to know his market, 
fective church work takes place only where the pastor a 
congregation know their community. 


to the specific example, what is it like in rural Illinois? 
It is posible to sit in an office in Chicago and learn som 


tion, while some of the larger rural trade centers are growin 

It is possible to sit in the Chicago office and play wil 
the figures, but you don’t even begin to get the feel of rur 
Illinois until you leave Chicago far behind you, until you ha’ 


something about life in the small communities, you must sti 
to chat with the woman weeding in the flower-bed, the tee 
age carhop in the roadside drive-in, the men on the bench F 
the village square. | 

These towns aren’t just the figures on the statistical shee’ 
in the Chicago office. They’re not just the names which y 
read on the water tower as you pass through. They’re gro 
of people, human beings created in the image of God, livi?' 
together in a community. 

In some respects rural Illinois is very much like it i 


been for years. There is still a lot of space for comfortaki* 
living in the farming towns and villages. Lawns are larg 
and the noises created by heavy industry and city transp¢ 
tation are missing. | 

There is an easy friendliness, and neighbors enjoy doi 
things together. Country people still tend to view life w: 
a calm, conservative eye. You suspect that their lingering} 
spect for “the way things have always been done” mig 
prove both a bane and a blessing to a small town pastor. 


But what of the Church? Too often a small town chur 


signed to invite the unchurched to worship services are 
nored, The church fails to schedule “extra” services to ma 
it convenient for everyone to attend. 


Touring Illinois, you find notable exceptions. It is heal 
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ing to see a number of splendid Lutheran churches which 
nounce to the passerby that members are planning for the 
ure. The buildings themselves hint that the congregations 
ve kept a finger on the pulse-beat of progress. 

ust at the edge of Harvard, for example, is Trinity Church, 
old congregation with a new $200,000 plant. The handsome 
ne church, in modified Gothic style, is actually a skillful 


pmibolic stained-glass windows. Attached to the church is 
new education building. Every Sunday about 400 children 
alk down its polished corridors to bright, well-equipped 
fassrooms. Several small worship centers with candlelit al- 
ms are used by the Sunday School youngsters, and audio- 
Hsual equipment is provided. 

JJust as a businessman always keeps a hopeful eye open 
opportunities to expand, the church should alert itself to 
portunities for extending its work to new places. Fox Lake 
an example of a town where a vital church could make a 
kal contribution. Once a resort town with a rather unsavory 
fputation, it has had a recent sharp rise in population as 
uburbanites from Chicago settled there. It is now a village of 
38, with literally scores of taverns but not a single strong 
-nominational church. A “community church” has met with 
aly limited success. What is the Lutheran Church’s responsi- 
ity? 

‘It is helpful in many ways to use the analogy between a 
msiness enterprise and the church, but the analogy can be 
_rried only to a certain point. A businessman needs only 
think about sales. He must consider only what towns will 


THE DIVIDENDS 


S. L. Morgan, . Sr., 


Of all the dividends of earth or heaven, godliness pays the 
rggest. I’ve just seen a shining example. 

Fifty-one years ago Archibald Cree, a cultured Scotsman, 
ad just ended his pastorate of the Baptist church at Little- 
bn, N. C., and I succeeded him—in the summer of 1904. He 
md brought his fine family from Scotland and bought a 
-rm nearby. Littleton was then an educational center, with 
good girls’ college and two academies. Mr. Cree was a 
ure Scotsman, with a decided Scottish brogue. I heard him 
“each just one sermon. He recently had returned from a 
Lsit to Scotland. His description of the beauty of Scotland 
:as in exquisite poetic prose, every word eloquent with the 
mantic love felt for his native land. 

He never rated high as some rate preachers, but his home 
4s remained a delightful memory to me for its atmosphere 
= culture and genuine godliness. I have just returned from 
funeral for one of the family in the First Baptist Church 
= Richmond. What stood out and impressed me most in the 
aneral service, and what called out my main comment, was 
rmply the “dividends of godliness” before my eyes. 


DIVIDENDS IN GODLY CHILDREN 


Out of that family came years ago Dr. Arch C. Cree, pastor 
= prominent city churches, and for years executive secre- 
ary of the Georgia Baptist Convention. Another of the fam- 
wy was Mrs. Janie Cree Bost, now Mrs. J. H. Anderson of 
-noxville. For several years she was head of the W.M.U. 
training School, now Carver School of Missions, in Louis- 
ille. She thrilled me once with her heartful eloquence be- 
sre a great audience in Raleigh, speaking from the same 
latform with Dr. George W. Truett as they toured the 
puth in a missionary campaign. 

A touching incident of her girlhood lingers. ‘During all 
xy girlhood,” she told us, “my fondest wish was to have 
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give him the largest opportunity for profit. 

The churchs mission, on the other hand, is to bring the 
Christian message to people in all circumstances. The church 
must serve the stable community, the dying town in the twi- 
light zone between prosperity and extinction, and the mush- 
rooming suburb. We must not only consider, “Will this town 
be good for the church?” but must think, “Would the church 
be good for this town?” 

We must not cheapen the mission of the church by think- 
ing only in terms of strategy, enrolling certain numbers. 
What is the church doing for a community? The pastor is 
not serving yesterday’s community. He must be aware of 
complex changes in the community and their effects on his 
people, so that he can serve them in today’s situation. 

Aggressive lay leadership is also needed. It is found in 
civic affairs. Most small towns that have new industries 
have them because someone actively sought them. Can pas- 
tor and people afford to be less aggressive for the cause of 
Christ? 

(Changes taking place in the country are a “renaissance” 
only to the degree that a community’s spiritual values are 
retained. 

“Tt is the task of the church to permeate the everyday life 
of a community,” says Dr. E. W. Mueller, head of ‘the Rural 
Church Program of the National Lutheran Council. “Christ 
can be as much a part of a complex, mechanized community 
as the ‘horse and buggy’ community. Travelling through 
Illinois, you see a changing countryside. The job of the 
Church is to bring Christ to that changing countryside. 


OF GODLINESS 


Wake Forest, N. C. 


a pink sash! And I remember wondering often when a min- 
ister’s children couldn’t have what other children had. But 
I never got the pink sash till I was grown!” 

The funeral in Richmond was for the wife of her brother, 
James A. Cree, he and his wife my devoted members at 
Littleton, and among my most devoted friends for half a 
century. Present before me were their six sons and daugh- 
ters, all stalwart Christians, one the wife of Representative 
C. B. Deane of North Carolina. 

A phone call from the husband in Richmond asked me to 
take part in the funeral services and to speak of the woman 
and the home I had known intimately for fifty years. Who 
doesn’t long, when the end comes to a dear one, to have 
someone who understands to lay bare the deepest and best 
in the life of the deceased? I confess I do. 

I Turned to my Diary 

I turned to my diary of fifty years ago for a lead. I found 
an entry too deep for tears. I was a young pastor, my 
mother facing death any day from a painful heart ailment. 
Mrs. Cree and her saintly mother and sister provided a room 
in their home, and for two months nursed my mother, day 
and night as their own. The doctor warned that the end 
was imminent. Under the strain, the record said, I broke 
with emotion in the morning service, and young Deacon 
Cree took up the service and offered a prayer. That was 
Mrs. Cree and the family as I had known them for fifty 
years. The history of such a family on both sides through 
three generations had a message that I for one believe should 
not be omitted in a funeral service. I pogntd it out. It is 
sorely and desperately needed by our generation. 

A Triumphant Funeral 

I arrived only in time for the bereaved husband to clasp 

my hand and say, “Talk out of your heart.” He had walked 
(Continued on page 15) 
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THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


INTO HIS WORD 


A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF AMOS 
John W. Nielsen 
Read Amos 5 


When an individual died in Israel, his friends and 
family chanted a dirge in his behalf. Amos now chants 
such a dirge for Israel! By putting his words in the form 
of the funeral lament he dramatically emphasizes the 
certainty of Israel’s fate. 

Israel was a virgin whom none had conquered. Now she 
would be overthrown, and none would raise her up. A 
city’s strength was calculated on the basis of the num- 
ber of armed men she could send forth to battle. In 
the coming disaster only one-tenth would escape, so 
great would be the calamity! By repeating Israel’s name 
at the close of the dirge, Amos again asserts the certain- 
ty of her judgment. 

Yet, even as he sounds her funeral knell, Amos calls 
Israel to repentance. The Gag; who will not be mocked 
is still gracious. He says to the nation, “Seek me and 
live.” Even though the fate og Bethel and Gilgal and 
Beer-sheba—the places of idolatrous worship—has been 
sealed, the nation may still be delivered if she will turn 
from her evil ways. But if there be no repentance, a 
consuming fire will devour her. Israel’s repentance 
must express itself in a new era of social justice and 
spiritual righteousness. 

Just as at the close of the fourth chapter Amos gave 
a striking description of God, so now, he inserts an in- 
terlude glorifying God’s power. God is the creator of the 
heavens with all its varied constellations. He has made 
the seven-starred Pleiades, the hunter Orion, and all 
the rest. It is He who has ordered the succession of day 
and night, and who causes the whole process of evapor- 
ation and condensation which results in rain and snow 
for the watering of the earth. Then to awaken Israel to 
her peril he reminds her that it is the Lord “who makes 
destruction flash forth against the strong, so that de- 
struction comes upon the fortress.” 

With this reminder, the prophet turns again to the 
cause of the coming disaster—the terrible injustices ex- 
isting in Israel. The nation as a whole has not only lost 
her sense of fairness but she hates those who try to en- 
force the right. It is in the city gates that the judges sit 
to hear cases and to administer justice, but upright 
judges and citizens of the same character are despised. 
So desperate is the situation that the innocent and 
righteous dare not open their mouth. The people are 
greedy, and when they cannot get what they want 
legally, they resort to oppression and fraud. Because 
they exploit the poor, they have wealth to build ex- 
pensive houses and to plant far-spreading vineyards, 
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John W. Nielsen, Editoi 
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but because there is a God who will not be mocked 
they will not live in their houses or enjoy the wine Cl 
their vineyards. God knows their sins, and in His da} 
He will punish. i) 

Amos has shown Israel her sin. Now he renews hij 
plea for her repentance. Her sin has been so great thai 
no deliverance can be promised. .Yet if she will bu 
“hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in 
gate,” God may still be gracious to those who will s 
vive the coming catastrophe. 


the squares of the cities and in the streets and in vine: 
yards there will be loud wailing. Farmers will be sum 


mourners. The happy vineyards where feasts and revel) 
ries were formerly held will become places of sorrow fo 
the Lord will pass through the midst of Israel with deat 
even as He once had passed through Egypt. The day 
the Lord which the people are eagerly awaiting as thei} 
great day of national glory will come as their day 
doom. 

With cutting words God expresses His disgust wit 
the religious sham that the people practice. He haté 
their feasts and offerings and music because their live 
contradict everything that they pretend in worship 
God has not changed. He despises our worship and of 
ferings and music too if our Sunday praise is not ow 
weekday theme! 

Finally comes God’s great solution to Israel’s problem 
and to the social tensions of every nation: “Let justice 
roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever4 
flowing stream.” Let religion take expression in life! 


I FEEL OUT OF PLACE... 


One person in each of the following groups might 


well say, “I feel out of place.” Study each group care 
fully to see whether you can discover the person and 
why he feels out of place. Each will explain his situa. 
tion under’ “...This Is Why” elsewhere in our youth se 
tion. | 


. Nicodemus, Thomas, Philip, Andrew 

. Peter, John, Matthew, James 

. Amos, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah 

. Moses, Gideon, Samson, Jephthah 

. Peter, Silas, Timothy, Barnabas 

. Levi, Reuben, Asher, Lot 

. Hezekiah, Rehoboam, Jehoahaz, Manasseh 
. Asahel, Joab, Abner, Abishai 
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. Hagar, Bathsheba, Abigail, Michal 


a 
i=) 


. Mary, Martha, Lazarus, Zacchaeus 
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PASTORS AND LEAGUE PRESIDENTS: 
ATTENTION 
To make these pages interesting we need 
your help, Send in your news items—a post 
card will do. Get your league to conduct the 
hymn poll and send questions to “Leaguers 
Are Asking.” Thank you. 


HE RUSH IS ON... 
| BUZZZZZ. 


‘The sound of the buzzer is heard again at regular in- 
rvals. All questions as to whether it should be typing 

geometry, Latin or French have been settled. Regis- 
ration is over, and classes have gotten underway at 
hour Hometown High. 


Over the P. A. system and on the bulletin boards come 
flood of announcements: Seniors meet in Room 312; 
niors in 211; Sophmores in the library...Tryouts for 
mnior chorus will be held in the music room...F.F.A. 
rembers will elect officers in the voc. ag. room; Future 
-omemakers in home ec. Apt. 3...Anyone interested in 
-arting a science club—or a photography one, or an art 
> a debate one—(the possibilities are unlimited)— 
eet in Room 210 or 313 or whatever the case might be. 
.So they keep coming in a never ending stream. 


It’s all an indication that the rush is on. 


Football practice has been in full swing for several 
reeks, and the fellows are keyed to make that first 
fame a victory. Cheerleaders are practicing. Editors are 
urrying about preparing copy for their first issue. 
_nd...I almost forgot...assignments are being made! 


The rush is really on. There are so many important 
mings to do...so many lessons to be learned, so many 
ictivities to attend, and so little time to get it all done. 


(Still, in the midst of this activity, in the very center of 
he rush, stands One with the print of nails in His 
ands. It is your Saviour, and He too is asking for your 

e and your loyalty. He wants you for His Church... 
pr the League that still meets and the choir that re- 
earses, for the Bible class on Sunday and the morning 
worship. He wants your life... the life He bought with 

is blood, and having that life, He will enrich it for 

Ou. 


Because Christ is at the center of things your life will 
ake on new meaning...even your school life. Really, 
rhen time has issued its decision, you will even have 
ten a better athlete, a more popular girl, a more all- 
ound fellow, because your first loyalty was to Him 
4d you would not forsake Him in the activities of your 
Jometown High. You can be an active student and a 
ithful Christian even when the buzzers sound and the 


ash goes on! J.W.N. 
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THE HYMNS YOUTH LOVES TO SING 


Still only two leagues reporting—Albert Lea and 
Northfield—so there has been no change in the stand- 
ings. 

Holding the third place position with eight votes is 
Charlotte Elliott’s well-loved hymn, “Just As I Am.” 
This hymn, like all Miss Elliott’s hymns, was born out of 
affliction, for the author was an invalid whose life was 
filled with pain. Yet her suffering only drew her closer 
to Jesus, and she wrote hymns, some 150, that have 
been a blessing to thousands. 

Miss Elliott had been brought up in a Christian home, 
but for a long time she did not have true peace with 
God. Like so many other seeking souls, she felt that she 
had to do something to gain salvation instead of just 
coming to Jesus as a helpless sinner and finding com- 
plete redemption in Him. 

Then one day in 1882 Dr. Caesar Malan, a noted Swiss 
preacher, visited the Elliott home in Brighton, England. 
During his visit he discovered Miss Elliott’s spiritual 
problem and became the instrument by which the Holy 
Spirit enlightened her soul. “You have nothing of merit 
to bring to God,” he told her. “You must come just as 
you are, a sinner, to the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world.” 

Those words brought her peace in Christ, and four- 
teen years later, in 1836, they found expression in her 
hymn. She was lying on her couch meditating, when the 
wonderful truth of salvation as a free gift from God 
flashed into her soul. In simple words she proclaimed 
the truth that no merit or worthiness of our own can 
save us, only the blood of Jesus. 


Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 


... THIS IS WHY 
The following are the answers to the quiz, “I Feel 
Out Of Place.” 
1. Nicodemus: “Only I was not an apostle of Jesus.” 
2. Matthew: “The others were fishermen; I was a tax 
collector.” 
3. Elijah: “We were all prophets, but I didn’t write a 
book of the Bible.” 
4. Moses: “The others were judges; I wasn’t.” 
5. Peter: “The others accompanied Paul on his mis- 
sionary journeys; I didn’t.” 
6. Lot: “I was the son of Haran; the others were Ja- 
cob’s sons.” 
7. Jehoahaz: “I was king of Israel; the others were 
kings of Judah.” 
8. Abner: “The other three were brothers and cap- 
tains in the army of David; I was Saul’s captain.” 
9. Hagar: “I was Abraham’s concubine; the others 
were David’s wives.” 
10. Zacchaeus: “The others were of the family of Beth- 
any; my home was Jericho.” 
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A LANCASHIRE DOXOLOGY 
By Dinah Maria Mulock 


Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow, 

(Praise him who sendeth joy tnd woe, 

The Lord who takes, the Lord who 
gives — 

Oh praise him, all that dies, and lives! 

He opens and he shuts his hand; 

But why, we cannot understand: 

Pours, and dries up, his mercies’ flood, 

And yet is still All-perfect Good. 


We fathom not the mighty plan, 

The mystery of God and man; 

We women when afflictions come— 

We only suffer and are dumb. 

And when, the tempest passing by, 

He. gleams out, sunlike, through our 
sky, 

We look up, and through black clouds 
riven, 

We recognize the smile of Heaven. 

Ours is not wisdom of the wise, 

We have no deep philosophies: 

Childlike, we take both kiss and rod; 

For he who loveth, knoweth God! 

The Watchman 


TWO EPITAPHS 


There are two epitaphs in England 
which tell their stories of the lives 
they represent. Near the village of 
Leamington is a small church yard 
where a tombstone bears this inscrip- 
tion: 

Here lies a miser who lived for him- 
self, 

And cared for nothing but gathering 
pelf. 

Now where he is, or how he fares, 

Nobody knows and nobody cares. 

In marked contrast to this, one 
may read on a plain screcophagus in 
St. Pauls cathedral, London, these 
words as tribute to a life of humanity 
and service: 

Sacred to the memory of General 

Charles Gordon, 

Who at all times and everywhere gave 
his strength 
To the weak, his substance to the 
poor, his sympathy 
To the suffering, his heart to God. 
—Selected 


EDWARD BOK 

A number of years ago, a little 
Dutch boy, Edward Bok, came to this 
country. His family had little money 
and he tried to help. One day, he 
noticed how dirty the windows were 
in the bakery. He went inside and 
told the baker that he thought the 
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food would look much better if the 
windows were clean. The baker lis- 
tended to him and gave him a job. 
That was his first job. 


Edward ‘Bok believed that every- 
one should make the world bettes, 
When he became editor of a great 
magaine, he began to publish beau- 
tiful full-page pictures that people 
could frame to hang on their walls 
to make their homes more beautiful. 
He thought that dumps and bill- 
boards and broken-down buildings 
were ugly and started a campaign 
to clean up the towns and the coun- 
try. 


He was very much interested in 
good health for everyone, too. He 
noticed that many children drank 
from one cup in school, and he 
thought, “That is not good for them. 
The cup is not clean; they may get 
sick.” And he got towns and states 
tc pass laws which prohibited public 
drinking cups. 


Then he began to notice the adver- 
tisements for medicine and to find 
out just what was really in the medi- 
cines that were advertised. He 
learned that some actually contained 
poison, and that many others were 
only colored water. He did not like 
to see people fooled in this way. At 
last he got our government to pass 
the Pure Food and Drug Act. ~ To- 
day, we do not need to worry about 
the food we buy in cans or the medi- 
cines we get at a drugstore, for un- 
der this law we know that they are 
all pure and that they contain just 
what the label says. 


Though Edward Bok is no longer 
living, the world is still a better and 
more beautiful place because of what 
he did, and many boys and girls live 
more safely because he cared about 
children._Junior Programs. 


THE CHILDREN’S PRAYERS 


By Alice Boorman Williamson 


Softly through the evening air 

Drift the clouds of children’s prayers, 
To our eyes invisible; 

But the angels know them well, 

As they spread their shining wings, 
Catching little murmurings; 

Knowing that the Lord of all 

Would not have the least one fall. 


—Home Life 


September 19, 195 


ee an ae ee 
BY THE FIRESIDE 


PLEASE TAKE MY HAND! 


“Will you take my hand in yours?” 
Said a little child to me; 

“And let me walk beside you, 
There’s so much I want to see. 

I would see God in the flowers 
That bloom about my feet, 

And find him in the stars that shin 
Like lamps along the street.” 


“J would read the loving message 
Of sunshine golden bright, 

And feel his love about me 
When I go to bed at night. 

I would know what work of his 
A child like me can do; 

So please take my hand in yours 
And let me walk with you.” 

—Author Not Known 


a i 8 ie 


The head of a local business return- 
ed from his annual 2 weeks with pay. 


“How was your vacation?” inquir 
ed an office worker. | 


“Fine,” he replied, “but there’s noth 
ing like the feel of a good desk unde : 
your heels again!” : 


| 


EPISODE a 


Mark Twain, who quit school at 
12, was awarded a doctor of literature 
degree by Oxford 60 years later. Al- 
though he is best remembered for his 
humorous writings, it was his lectures 
that enabled him to buy his way out 
from bankruptcy after he had lost all 
the money his famous books had earn- 
ed him. Lecturing was an unpleasant 
chore which he endured through a 
deep-felt sense of obligation to repay 
the creditors who had backed him in 
an ill-fated publishing venture. Years 
before he had tried it, and did not 
like it. Following a trip to the Hawai- 
ian Islands, some of his friends talk- 
ed him into delivering a lecture on 
his adventure. He had been a printer, 
a reporter, a river pilot, and a pros- 
pector, but standing up before an aud- 
lence was a new and terrifying ex- 
perience. His knees shook, his mouth 
was dry, and his voice quivered as 
he began, “Julius Caesar is dead— 
Shakespeare is dead—Napoleon is dead 
—Abraham Lincoln is dead—and I am 
far from well myself.” 


—Whatsoever Things 
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WS AND NOTES Emmaus Lutheran Church, Racine, the members of Emmaus church look 
(Continued from page 2) Wis., the Rev. Thorvald Hansen, pas- forward to their new challenge. As 
tor, will observe the dedication of early as Easter the interest was a- 


e. There is strength: in communion their new $211,000.00 church: on Octo- AOU Se a the community by impro- 


oes life and died on Calvary a- 
vising facilities for special Festival 


ween God and man. In loneliness ber 16-19, 1955. This will be an occa- Services. Recently a very successful 


return to God and pray that we sion of joyous expectation for the old- Daily Vacation Bible School was con- 

ay be found eso Oe 1c < est congregation of our synod. Eager ducted in the available portion of the 

The offering of $87.00 was divided eyes have watched the building of building. Services will be held in the 

Wiween the Japan Missions and the this beautiful new structure with its new church some time in September 

M.S. treasury. 500 seati i i i i 

ating capacity, 12 Sunday school A new parsonage is being built on the 

room educational unit, and spacious site of the new church. There will be 

ZION SOCIETY FOR ISRAEL fireside room. In a very promising 1lo- a parking lot for about 100 cars on the 
Ifhe 77th Annual Convention of the cation among hundreds of new homes, pomeeciie. 


ton Society for Israel, will be held in 
> Windom Ev. Luth. Church, Win- 
mm, Minn., Rev. F. R. Lien, pastor, 
jiday through Sunday, October 7-9, 
5. The meeting opens with a ban- 
det Friday evening at 6:45 p.m. 

Dr. Robt. Boyd, President 

Gustav N, Ander, Recording Sec. 


THANK YOU! 


FT thank my God upon every re- 
=mbrance of you,” Phil. 1:3. 
e really wish we could write in- 


tidual letters of thanks to all those LET LUTHERAN MUTUAL 
nose hospitality we have enjoyed 
ting our 15 months here in the TAKE THE WORRY OUT OF 


lates. But in this case, one letter to é 
-e Ansgar Lutheran will have to do ' YOUR FUTURE 
“ the jseveral hundred letters we 3 

Duld write. 

—t has been a rare treat to visit al- 
ast every one of the parishes in our 
mod. We're sure that many of our 
sts, after surviving the visit of a 
essionary couple with four children, 
thankful that furloughs come only 
e every five years. 

WVe are thankful for the privilege 


Pian now for a brighter tomorrow 


: Roe pores aI ee eae mt You can eliminate much of the worry from your financial 
eak on behalf of the church in Ja- : F ; : : ; 
RV thank God for the host future with Lutheran Mutual’s Family Security Plan Designed 
friends we leave behind in every especially for young Lutherans, it serves best those who are 
of our congregations. paying for a home, sending children to school, or beginning 


(omorrow we leave by plane for | 


pan, arriving September 9th. About | their careers. 


= middle of the month we shall he During such periods as these, maximum protection is 
ay deampaces te ae ee ‘ meeded at lowest cost. If your responsibilities have grown 
*Ye also helping together by prayer ' faster than your income, the Family Security Plan can be of 

us, that for the gift bestowed up- great value to you. We'll tell you about it with no obligation 


us by the means of many persons, on your part. 
inks may be given by many on our 


TOVUTORTT OTT TNET CUTE 
gubi” Me £@fores alentil CMM EEE 1 


a ; ° . | 
Lloyd and Muriel Neve Send details on the Family Security Plan 


Kaj, Rachael, Nina and Leif 


San Francisco, Calif. NAME = AS 
September 5, 1955. 

ADDRESS 

CITY 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS STATE 
SURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 
Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


LIFE INSURANCE a 


Lutheran Mutual | semen et ew 


Total 


Chil- 
dren’ 
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Mrs. Johanna Kjelgaard and Henry, Mrs. Jens Niels 


ren, Ernest Nelson, Herbert Hansen, Lou‘s Forbrook, Ervin Root, Rev. Er 


nest Grill, 


Peterson, 
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75.00) 25.00) 25.00 Te O} 
5.00 
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The words Mr. and Mrs. are om’'tted to save space Melvi 
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Total $26.50. 
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S dney. Mont., Mrs. Johann Hansen in memory ‘of Mrs. Martha 
DENG TUL GSR sating Secs one tr terion een ane Pare chi es Rody Bea apobA PREPS te Icke oe 

Neenah, Wis., Our Savior’s ‘Luth. Guvehy Paci gh sc Rev oe nt 

Blair, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. Ove T. Anderson .. 

Kennard, Nebr., Doreas Ladies Aid of Emmaus Luth. ‘Church, 
Life Membership for Miss Alma Svogerson, for salary of 
Marearet Nissen of the Sudan Mission | 

Blair, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jersild, Life ‘Membership “for 
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Fumil Noelak, Kimballton, Ia. : eae: ene | 

Elk Horn, Ia., in memory of Mrs. John E. Lange for the Parki |. 
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THE DIVIDENDS OF GODLINESS 
(Continued from page 9) 

1-in-hand and heart-to-heart with his godly wife for 55 
s, and she quietly had breathed her last in her sleep. 
re me were scores of godly men and women from both 
lies, gathered from several states, all of them, I think, 
tanding Christians in their communities, one of them 
1 a marked influence reaching into the halls of Con- 
, and another, daughter of the Congressman, at the 
in India taking part in a notable pageant sponsored by 
al Rearmament, making a strong impact on nation and 
ernment in the interest of world peace. The influence 
he Scottish family girdling the earth, affecting nations 
governments! 
-n minutes sufficed to enforce two cogent lessons that I 
k belong in such a funeral: first, that positive and ag- 
‘sive godliness lives on and pays big dividends even to 
third and fourth generations. The demonstration was 
ous before our eyes. Only such godliness can save our 
lying homes and civilization, and such godliness as I had 
| in the families for fifty years actually can do it. 
-cond, that the death and the funeral of a saint is rightly 
‘a time for lamentation, but of chastened thanksgiving 
Ehe grace given to live victoriously and to die triumph- 
yw. We are to view the end of such a life as a coronation. 
idear one has but to pass through the portal into a high- 
tage in the career of animmortal. To {be sure, we are even 
mcourage and help the bereaved to weep out and talk 
he grief that is but normal and right over separation 
t a dear one. But the dominant note in such a funeral 
1t none the less to be that of triumhp. That was the note 
sed and expressly requested by this Christian family. 
were sure the dear one lived on, and this funeral but 
rated her coronation. 


EDITORIALS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued from page 3) 


e covenant of their Baptism that they may grow in 
tian faith and life. 

vevelop and maintain colleges, 
other educational institutions. 
udy the problems of contemporary life and society in 
-ight of the Word of God, in order to make its contribu- 
toward solving these problems. 
*evelop programs and support social service agencies 
the promotion of human welfare. 

blish and distribute Christian literature, music, art, 
ther materials. 

tablish pensions and in other ways provide for pastors 
other workers and for their widows. 

tablish and maintain proper relationships and coopera- 
‘with other church bodies.” 


theological seminaries, 
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The new Church, which it is hoped will be established 
early in 1959 or 1960 will be one of the three largest 
bodies of Lutherans in America, ranking with the 2,- 
200,000-member United Lutheran Church in America 
and the 2,000,000-member Lutheran Church--Missouri 
Synod. Combined membership of the four groups is 
now 1,948,866 and should be well over the two-million 
mark by the time “The American Lutheran Church” 
becomes a reality. 


MAKING THE MOST OF THE TIME 
Continued from page 4) 


the place of his daily work. Jesus has said “. . 
shall be my witnesses...” (Acts 1:8). 


In Acts 24 we read that the Apostle Paul is making 
his defense before Felix, the Roman Governor. The A- 
postle Paul used also this opportunity to be a witness 
for his Savior. Felix listened and became disturbed. 
The Holy Spirit was calling him to repentance and faith, 
but Felix did not make the best use of his time in sur- 
rendering to Jesus Christ. Felix said, “Go away for the 
present; when I have an opportunity I will summon 
you.” This was Felix’s greatest mistake. Let us not 
make the mistake and commit the sin which Felix and 
so many, many others have committed of not “making 
the most of the time” in surrendering to Christ. 


. and you 


(LOOKING AT THE CHURCH 
(Continued from page 7) 


ing and expression that they have followed for years. 
Too many choose what they like to do, believing that is 
what God wants them to do. Our individual methods of 
working for God must often undergo a change. There 
is need for a greater flexibility in our Christian wit- 
ness. In our day it may be absolutely necessary for both 
congregations and individual Christians to change the 
method of doing God’s work if we are to meet more 
completely our responsibility to those inside and out- 
side the Christian Church. New situations and condi- 
tions are not always met by old methods and habits. 
The question is, are we doing what God wants us to do 
and the way He wants it done? Answering the question 
will yield a deeper sense of responsibility in doing God’s 
will and being His faithful servant. 


never is behind.” 
—Anonymous. 


RAYER OF DEDICATION 
ving Father and my God, 


That as I live from day to day, 
My life might show to men thy way. 


I want no glory, power, or fame, 
I only ask to bear thy name; 


PERFECT TIMING Through him who on this earth has To bring to lost and dying man, 

’s help is always sure trod, The glory of salvation’s plan. 
I ethods seldom guessed; Who hast the power to make me 

will make our pleasure pure, whole, Hear thou my plea, oO; Lord, I pray: 
ise will give it zest. I bring the yearning of my soul. To thee I give my life this day! 
wwisdom is sublime, enliacted: 
eart profoundly kind; O, take my life—take all of me, see 
‘never is before His time, And help me, Lord, thy will to see, 


Words cannot half convey 
The peace that’s found in Him, 
Who gives us day by day 
A light which naught can dim. 
—Selected. 


CHRIST CALLS YOU 
TO LIVE 
Bek OR HIM-NOW 


LIFE OF CHRIST 


FS-103—The Childhood of Jesus $3.50 
FS-104—Jesus Begins His Ministry $5.00 
FS-105—Jesus Attends the Passover $5.00 


FS-106—Jesus Begins His Galilean Min- 
istry $3.50 


FS-107—Jesus’ First Tour of Galilee $5.00 
FS-108—Jesus at a Festival in Jerusalem $3.50 


FS-109—Jesus Performs Miracles in Gal- 
ilee $3.50 


FS-110—Jesus’ Second Tour of Galilee $5.00 
FS-111-——Jesus Withdraws from Galilee $3.50 


FS-112—Jesus Teaches Humility and 
Forgiveness $3.50 
FS-113—Jesus, The Good Shepherd $3.50 
FS-114—The Good Samaritan $3.50 
FS-115—Jesus Teaches in Perea $5.00 
FS-116—The Prodigal Son $3.50 
FS-117—Jesus’ Closing Ministry $5.00 
FS.-118—Jesus Raises Lazarus $5.00 
FS-121—Jesus’ Later Appearances $3.50 


FS-122—Map Study of the Life of 


Christ $5.00 


Film 
Strips 


BIBLE STORIES 


FS-132—And Forbid Them Not $3.00 
FS-133—The First Disciples $5.00 
FS-134—The Raising of Lazarus $3.00 
FS-140—Footsteps of Jesus $9.50 
FS-150—Footsteps of Paul $8.50 
FS-151—Paul, A Chosen Vessel $5.00 
FS-200-—Abraham’s Faith $3.00 
FS-201—Moses—His Early Years $5.00 
FS-202—Moses—His Call and Nine 

Plagues $5.00 
FS-203—Gideon $5.00 
FS-204—Daniel in the Lion’s Den $3.00 
FAITH AND LIFE 
FS-301—Ten Commandments Visual- 

ized $20.00 
FS-302—Creation $10.00 
FS-303—-Redemption $6.00 
£S-304—Sanctification $9.00 
FS-305—Christian Prayer $4.00 
FS-306—The Lord’s Prayer $10.00 
F5-307—Holy Baptism $4.00 
FS-308—The Lord’s Supper $4.00 


These are but a few of the items 


which are available in this field. A 


complete listing will be in our new 


general catalog which is to be pub- 


lished secon. Write for information. 


Lutheran Publishing House 


200 S. Fifth Street 


we, ee 


Film Strip 
and Slide Projectors 


SVE SCHOOL MASTER SERIES 


Versatility at a down-to-earth price! TI 
School Master 300 is ideal for small group 
but its unique new optical system provid 
clear, brilliant illumination for larger aud 
ences. For single-frame and 2” x 2” slide 
Light weight (only 7 Ibs.) 


No. SM-300. School Master 300 complet 
without slide changer or rewind takeup. 
$64. 
No. SK-C. School Master 300, standard ca: 
$7. 


The new SVE School Master 500. con 
bines all of the features of the School Ma 
ter 300 with spectacular “‘sunlight” brillian 
that permits projection in broad daylight 
Other added features make this an excep 


tionally fine dual-purpose projector. 

No. SM500K. School Master 500 on 
without rewind take-up. $98.5 
No. SM500. Projector only —— $84.51 
No: SCN.. Shde=Carrier = ee $4.5 
No. SSM-CS. Carrying Case }_ $9.5) 
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Blair, Nebraska XH KKHKIHIIIGIIGEIGEC 


Lutheran Publishing House 
200 S. Fifth Street 
Blair, Nebraska 


Please send me the following: 
—Filmstrips (Give number and title) 


—No. 
—No. 
—No. 
—No. 
—No. 
—No. 


SM-300 projector 

SK-C, standard carrying case 
SSM-C, deluxe carrying case 
SM500K_ projector 

SCN, Slide carrier 

SSM-CS, carrying case 


I enclose $—— C.O.D.— Charge— 


7 
7 
>, 
Y 
y 
? 
> 
4 


Se 


x, 


pene 6 ShENntos 
<UZAINA TWOLIava 


